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REMARKS 

DRAFT TALKING POINTS FOR INTERVIEW OF APRIL 24. 2007 

1. Product by process (Office Action page 2) : Applicants acknowledge that Claim 13 
is a product-by-process claim and that, therefore, its patentability depends solely on the 
patentability of the product, not the method steps. 



2. Claims 12 and 19. 112. first paragraph, written description ( Office Action page 2): 
Applicants have canceled claims 12 and 19 solely in order to advance prosecution of this case 
to allowance, and expressly without prejudice, and not in acquiescence to the 112 rejection. 
Applicants retain all rights to reintroduce the canceled subject matter in this or a related 
application. 

3. Claims 2-7. 10. 12-13> 15. 16. 18 and 24, 112. first paragraph, indefiniteness 
(Office Action pages 2-3) : Applicants acknowledge the Examiner's rejections and wish to 
discuss how these claims can be property amended to clearly state that the claimed 
modifications are improvements over the art. 

Applicants have amended claim 2 above (but not the other claims, yet) in order to 
facilitate this discussion. 

* 

Claims 18 and 24 have been amended to correct a misspelled word. Applicants thank 
the Examiner for pointing this out. 



4. Claims 20, 21. 23 and 24. 102(b) (Sweeney) (Office Action pages 3-5) : The 
Examiner has rejected these claims under anticipation (Section 102(b)) over Sweeney. 
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Anticipation requires that each and every claim limitation be shown in a single prior art 
reference. 

Claims 20, 21, 23 and 24 each have at least one limitation that is clearly not shown in 
Sweeney (indeed, as discussed below, the opposite is shown in Sweeney): In the presently 
claimed invention, the "recessed non-tab surface [is] shaped to be capable of coming into 
substantially continuous flush contact with the inner surface of said securing surface / 1 "being 
capable of forming a substantially continuous flush contact between the non-ta b surface of 
the tab end of the member and the inner surface of said securing surface when said member is 
joined to said post ." 

As can clearly be seen in, for example, figures 2 and 3, and page 2, line 6, of Sweeney 
(see attached copy with hand-written notations), the recessed non-tab surface of Sweeney is 
not shaped to be capable of coming into " substantially continuous flush contact with the inner 
surface of said securing surface ," and, therefore, the joint connection of Sweeney is not 
"capable of forming a substantially continuous flush contact between the non-tab surface of 
the tab end of the member and the inner surface of said securing surface when said member is 
joined to said post." In fact, as described on page 2, line 6, and as clearly shown in figures 2 
and 3 of Sweeney, only the "shoulder" of the non-tab surface of Sweeney makes contact with 
the inner surface of the securing surface - leading to clear gaps or crevices between the 
remainder of the non-tab surface of Sweeney and the inner surface of the securing surface 
when the member is engaged. 

Sweeney clearly lacks the claim limitation of the non-tab surface of the engaged 
member being in " substantially continuous flush contact with the inner surface of said 
securing surface /' Sweeney is, therefore, not anticipatory prior art. 

Should the Examiner wish to maintain this rejection, it is respectfully requested that 
the Examiner show exactly where in Sweeney the claimed "substantially continuous flush 
contact" between the non-tab portion of the member and the inner wall of the securing 
surface is found. As figures 2 and 3, and page 2, line 6, of Sweeney clearly show, instead of 
the claimed "substantially continuous flush contact" between the non-tab portion of the 
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member and the inner surface of the securing surface, there are clearly-shown crevices -not 
substantially continuously flush contact. 



5. Claim 22. 103fa^ f Sweeney in view of Shaw> (Office Action pages 5-6) : The 
Examiner has rejected claim 22 for obviousness (Section 103(a)) over Sweeney in view of 
Shaw. Obviousness requires a showing that a combination of art discloses each and every 
claim limitation. 

As discussed above, Sweeney does not disclose or suggest at least the limitation of 
claim 22 that the "recessed non-tab surface [is] shaped to be capable of coming into 
substantially continuous flush contact with the inner surface of said securing surface," "being 
capable of forming a substantially continuous flush contact between the non -tab surface of 
the tab end of the member and the inner surface of said securing surface wh en said member is 
joined to said post ." 

Shaw does not provide, or even suggest, this missing limitation. Should the Examiner 
maintain this obviousness rejection, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner show how 
Shaw supplies this missing claim limitation. 



6. Claims 1-7. 10. and 12-19. 103fa) (admitted prior art in view o f Ouerengesser and 
Sweeney) (Office Action pages 6-8) : The Examiner has rejected these for obviousness 
(Section 103(a)) over applicant's admitted prior art in view of Querengesser and Sweeney. 
Obviousness requires a showing that a combination of art discloses each and every claim 
limitation. 

As discussed above, Sweeney does not disclose or suggest at least the limitation of 
claim each claim that the "recessed non-tab surface [is] shaped to be capable of coming into 
substantially continuous flush contact with the inner surface of said securing surface, " "being 
capable of forming a substantially continuous flush contact between the non-tab surface of 
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the tab end of the member and the inner surface of said secu ring surface when said member is 
joined to said post ," 

Neither Querengesser, or applicant's admitted prior art (presumably the preamble on 
the "Jepson-type" claims), supply this missing claim limitation. Indeed, in Querengesser, the 
tabbed member does not even touch the inner surface of the securing surface (in 
Querengesser, the member connects only to one surface (what might correspond to the 
stabilizing surface of the claimed invention). 

Therefore, the Examiner has not shown how applicant's admitted prior art, Sweeney 
and Querengesser supply the claim limitation that the "recessed non-tab surface [is] shaped to 
be capable of coming into substantially continuous flush contact with the inner surface of said 
securing surface ," "being capable of forming a substantially continuous flush con tact between 
the non-tab surface of the tab end of the member and the inner surface of said securing 
surface when said member is joined to said post ." 

The claimed invention is, therefore, not obvious over applicant's admitted prior art, 
Sweeney and Querengesser. 



7. Applicants therefore respectfully assert that the claims, as amended, are allowable. 
Applicants thank the Examiner for taking the time to have this interview. 



* * * * 



Therefore, applicants submit that all of the pending obviousness claims are traversed 
and, therefore, respectfully request that the amended claims be allowed. 
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Applicant believes no other fee is due with this response. However, if a fee is due, 
please also charge our Deposit Account No. 06-2375, under Order No. HO-P02877US0. 

Dated: April 25, 2007 Respectfully submitted, 

By: _ DRAFT ONLY 

David L. Fox 



Registration No.: 40,612 
FULBRIGHT & JAWORSKI LX.P. 
Fulbright Tower 
1301 McKinney, Suite 5100 
Houston, Texas 77010-3095 
(713) 651-8231 
(713) 651-5246 (Fax) 
Attorney for Applicant 
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To all whom it may concern.* 

Be it known that we, William W. Swbb- 
key and Frank: A. Sylva, both citizens of 
the United States, residing at Los Angeles, in 
5 the county of Los Angeles, State of Califor- 
nia, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Joints, of which the follow- 
injgis a specification. 

TThis invention relates to joints whioh are 
io particularly adapted for table and other 
furniture constructions where a plurality of 
transversely-extending members are to be se- 
cured together. 

The class of furniture to whioh it is espe- 
i s ciaily applicable is that wherein the attached 
parts are metallic; — for example, in operating- 
tables used in hospital servioo. 
( An object of this invention is to provide a 

Joint for this and similar purposes which will 
lave great strength and durability. 

A further object of this invention is to pro- 
vide a joint of this character which will pre- 
sent a good appearance and which will be 
free from exposed crevices, which not only 
as mar the appearance, but which Bern to ac- 
cumulate dust and germs. 

The usual practice in attaching motallic 
parts ox this nature is to reduce or turn down 
the end of the smaller member, correspond- 
30 ingly bore the larger member from side to 
side, and pass the reduced part of the smaller 
member through said bore from 'side to side 



60 



70 



of the larger momber, upsetting or riveting 
to olamp or gnp the 4 larger 



on the end, so as „ v , „ ~., w iiU u ,>. yi 
35 member between the upset and shoulder on 
. the smaller member. This construction has 
the disadvantage of unduly weakening the 
smaller member and rendering it liablo to 
break at the point where it enters the larger 
40 member and also of presenting crovices or 
notches between the shoulder of the smaller 
member and tho wall of the larger member. 

The present invention provides a construc- 
tion which preserves the full diameter and 
45 strength of the smaller member where it en- 
ters tho larger member and also avoids any 
crevices at such point of entrance. 

The accompanying drawings illustrate the 
invention. 

50 . 1 is an elevation of the members 

joined together. Fig, 2 is a transverse sec- 
tion on the. line X« X» in Fig. 1, showing a 



joint of two tranaversely-extending mombers 
with the maui member preferably perpen- 
cjcukr to both of them. Fig. 3 is a section 55 
on the line X' X» in Fig. 1, showing the joint 
of one member with the main member ex- 
tending perpendicular thereto. Fig. 4 is a 
perspective of the joint end of one of the at- 
tached members. 

1 designates the main or supporting mem- 
ber which may, for example, be the leg of a 
table or Bimilar article of furniture, such as an 
operating-table for hospital service. Said 
momber 1 ls tubular and its walls are bored 6< 
to reserve and engage the attached members 
2, 3, and 4, which are of smaller diameter 
than the member 1. Tho members 2 and 3 
are assumed to enter the member 1 perpen- 
dicular to one another and to the said mem- 
ber i. The leg member 1 has diametrically 
opposite holes or bores 5 and 0, the hole fi be- 
ing of a size to receive and fit the body of 
member 2 and the hole 6 of a size to fit the 
stud, pin. or reduced end 7, projecting from 75 
or formed on the end of the member 2/ The 
adjacent end of the member 2 abuta against 
the 1 inner wall of the tubular member 1, The 
said member X is also provided with bores or 
openings 18 and 9, diametrically opposed to So 
one another and in a line transverse or perpen- 
dicular to the axis of the member 2, and said 
member 2 is bored or perforated, as at 10 
and counterbored or recessed, as at 11, inline 
with the centers of the perforations 8 and 9. 8 c 
The member 3 traverses and fits within the 
perforation 8 and enters and fits within the 
recess IU Astud-pin or reduced endl2, pro- 
jecting from and formed on the end of said 
member 3, traverses the perforation 10 and 00 
the hole 9, passing through to the outside of 
the member 1 The stua projections, pins, 
or reduced ends 7 and 12 are upset or riveted 
over at the outside of the member 1, the lat- 
ter being preferably countersunk, so as to 0 c 
give a smooth and flush surface. When the 
parts are so arranged, each will interlock with 
the other and give a firm rigid f asteninff with 
a maximum of strength and with no exposed 
crevices. 

In case only one transverse member is to 
be attached— for example, the member 4 
(see Figs. 1 and 3)— it is secured in a manned 
similar to the member shown in Figs. 1 and 2, 



too 



/ 
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the tubular member 1 being bored at 13 and 
14 with larger and small openings to receive 
lid : fit correspondingly tho member 4 j 

the pin projection or reduoed end 15 on toe 
■ end thereof, the latter being nv*tal*E^et 



at the inner end of the member ^»B u "y 
Gainst the inner wall of the tubular member 
1 giving a rigid connection. 
' What we claim is — ' 

1 A tube, the shell of which has two dia- 
metrically opposite perforatioi.e, one perfo- 
ration being larger than the other, a lateral 
member having a stud projecting from its 
Snd f orming a shoulder, the main portion 
of theater Ed member projecting through the 
laree perforation of the tube and closely nt- 
tSI iS^he large perforation, opposite edges 
ofthe shoulder of the lateral member resting 
against the inside wall of the shell at pornto 
ofposite the axis of the small perf«^°M^ 
stud fitting closely in the small perforation 
and being leaded'to retain the lateral mem- 

b6 2. il ^ 1 e X Mmblnation with a tubular mem- 
ber of two attached members of smaller di- 
ameterthantlietubularmembei-and arranged 

transversely to one another and to said [tubu- 
lar member, the. said tubular member having 
30 o?eSiigs reiving and fitting sari smaller 



so 



*5 



members and having small openings diamet- 
rically opposed to the aforesaid opemngs, 
said smalfer members havmg reduced por- 
Uons at their ends to fit in said smaller open- 
ings, one of said members having a trans- 3S 
verse perforation to rooeive the reduced por- 
tion of the other member. , any 

8. The combination with a tubular mem- 
ber of two attached members of smaller a> 
ameter than the tubular member andawauged <o 
transversely to ono another and to said tubu- 
laimember, the said tubular member havmg 
openings receiving and fitting swd smaller 
members, and having small opening? dwmet- 
rically opposed to the aforesaid opening^ 45 
B aid smaWor members havmg "duced por- 
tions at their ends to fit in sail smaller open- 
higs, one of said members having a transverse 
proration to receive the reduced portion of 
the other member, and a recess to receive the S° 
end of the body of the other member. 

to teSUmony whereof we have hereunto 
set our hands, at Los Angeles, Oaliforma, tins 
1st day of-February, 1005. 

WILLIAM -W. SWEENEY. 
FRANK A. SYLVA. 

i In presence of— 
I GEonoB T. Ha.okl.bt, 
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FENCE CONSTRUCTION 
Robert Edward Qnerengesser, 73 Starlight Crescent, 
RJcbrtttmd Hill, Ontario, Canada 
Filed May 1 1, 1959, Ser. No, 812.S44 * 
4 Oaten. (CI. 256—72) 

This Invention relates to fenco structure and more par* 
ticularly structure embodying a framework composed of 
tubular structural elements. 10 

For e number of- yean fence structure embodying tu- 
bular structural elements baa been a generally accepted 
form and which Includes tubular terminal posts, tubular 
transverse bora connecting therewith and intermediate 
line posts adopted to engage the transverse tubular bars 16* 
and support them intermediate the terminal posts. On 
this framework a mesh or other wire fabric, mesh or the 
like, is stretched and secured, usually requiring special 
stretching mechanism. In particular, the tubular posts 
must be capped with special capping members which may 20 
be united In a pressed fit internally or externally of the 
post or capping members may be employed secured by 
grub screws. The intermediate line posts likewise are 
usually provided with a capping member having a looped 
superstructure through which the horizontal tubular ele- 23 
ments are passed, whereas the horizontal tubular mem- 
bers are usually secured together in desired lengths by 
metal sleeves fastened .thereto and are connected to tho 
terminal or corner posts -by means of special brackets 
which are applied to the posts and connected to such ele- 80 
ments by means of bolts and the like. This requires a 
substantia] number of parts which complicate the work 
of erection of tho fence structure while adding to cost 
substantially and a more cumbersome looking structure 
results than that which might be desired, 35 

The present invention avoids these general dlsadvoo- 
tages in prior structures by providing & plurality of sim- 
ple structural tubular elements which may he connected 
readily in a fence structure which does not require the 
addition of separate capping elements, guiding elements 40 
and the like which quickly produces a fence of sturdy, 
simple character and of particularly neat appearance* 

The Invention is generally identified with tubular struc- 
tural elements having a portion thereof at and adjacent 
one end, flattened to close said end and form thereon an * 5 
exteriorly projecting integral flange element disposed to 
have Its longitudinal axis co-axial to or parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of such structural clement, Baid flange 
being receivable in a complementary recess of a co-oper- 50 
a ting element. The terminal or corner posts of the fence 
structure are formed with slots for receiving intercon- 
necting transverse, terminal elements of this general char- 
acter, the flanges of which enter said slots and are locked 
In a simple manipulation, such transverse elements being fi& 
designed telesoopfcally to engage tubular stringers to pro- 
vide for desired length of extent of rail ihos formed 
whereas line posts of similar construction employ an Gri- 
ft cod flange through which the connecting structural -mem- 
•bers are passed for- connection and support The fencing 60 
fabric is connected and stretched. on the structure, in a 
particularly simple manner by elements which form part 
of an anchoring means therefor. The Invention also era- 
bodies novel, gate, structure Including U -shaped terminal 
elements adopted to : pe connected telescopic ally and in- 
eluding inversely upsot corners in each U-shaped element 
forming channels on the inside of the corners to con- 
stitute sockets for terminal rods securing the .fence fabric. 

The invention will be clearly understood by reference 70 
to the following detailed specification taken In conjunc- 
tion with the accompanying drawings. 



In the drawings; 

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of an erected fence 
structure made according to the present invention. 

FIGURE 2 Is an enlarged partly sectional elevation of 
the top portion of a corner post and illustrating the 
mounting and securement of a connecting structural ele- 
ment and tho adjustability of tho latter (by way of dotted 
line) when extending to a post disposed at a higher ele- 
vation. 

FIGURE 3 Is an enlarged fragmentary partly sectional 
view of a corner post and its engagement with a connect- 
ing member when the latter extends to a post disposed at 
a lower elevation. 

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective view 
of the manner of stretching and connecting the wire fabric 
on the fence structure. 

FIGURE 5 is an alternative connection to that disclosed 
in FIGURE 4. 

FIOURE 6 is an enlarged fragmentary partly sectional 
elevation of a gate construction' for the fence structure 
of tbe present invention. 

FIGURE 7 Is a section talcen on the line 7—7 of 
FIGURE 6, 

HGURE 8 is a lop plan view of a corner post showing 
transverse connecting elements fragmentary and con- 
nected to the post, 

FIGURE 9 Is an enlarged fragmentary view of the 
top of a line post according to the present invention show- 
ing a fitting secured thereto for tbe purpose of driving tho 
post during erection of tho fenco structure. 

FIGURE 10 is a section taken on the lino 10 — 10 of 
FIGURE 9; and 

FIGURE It is an illustration of a fitting adapted to be 
placed on the flange of a corner post for driving purposes 
In the case where posts are driven into position. 

Referring to the drawings, and first of all to FIGURE I, 
the terminal and/or corner posts are indicated uy the nu- 
meral 10 Interconnected by the transverse tubular ter- 
minal elements 11 and tubular stringers lla, supported 
Intermediate of the terminal posts by the line posts 1J. 
All of these elements are formed in substantially similar 
manner as simple utilitarian elements which do not re* 
quire additional cupping or connecting accessories for 
completion of the fence structure. 

Referring to FIOURE 2, It will be noted that the corner 
and terminal posts 10 are formed as a tubular element, 
a portion of one end of which is flattened to close the 
tube and form the exteriorly projecting Integral flanae 13. 
These posts are formed also with suitable drcumferen- 
tlally spaced narrow slots 14 which* may bo up to four 
in number If necessory but usually two slots disposed at 
90° to one another is sufficient *■» 

The transverse terminal connecting members 11 are 
formed in a substantially similarly manner, a portion there- 
of at and adjacent to one end thereof toeing flattened to 
provide the co-axial flange 15 receivable in a slot 14 of a 
terminal post 10. The line of Juncture -between the flange 
13 and tho tubular portion of the transverse" connector is 
preferably disposed at an Incline to the longitudinal axis 
of the connector as indicated at 16; and directly adjacent 
the free end of the flange on one side thereof a notch 17 
is formed • having diverging- or ■ flared side edges. The 
base 18 of the notch is. designed to form the fulcrum point 
for this terminal element and the notch 1-7 is located In 
the flange IS In such a manner that the nistonce between 
the base 18 of the notch 'and the opposed- end corner 
19 of the .flange Is slightly less than the radiu 8 of a circle 
centering at the base ' of the notch and passing through 
the upper edge of a" slot 14 of a post 10 when the notch 
17 of element 11 is, straddling* the lower edge of said 
■ slot 14. Accordingly, it will- be apparent that the trans, 
verse, terminal element 11 may be quickly . and securely 
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the slot* 14 In tho posts and the slotting of Intermediate 
stringer dements lis through the line posts, the fence 
structure is quickly erected and any one line thereof com- 
pleted when the final tubular sleeve 21 is in place, and 
which completely eliminates the additional steps normally 
required by prior art, Including the aecureraent of brackets 
on the terminal posts, the bolting of the brackets to trans- 
verse members, and the capping of the terminal posts and 
line posts, 

The fencing fabric Is very readily added to the fence 
structure thus comprised. 

At one end of a line of fence structure the free end 
of the fabric has a rod passed through the terminal loops 
thereof almiiar to the manner illustrated in MOUSE 4, 
o an ujpwardly_ Inclining ©osllion, as shown in 15 and by means of brackets, similar to bracket 31, FIGURE 

4, suoh rods are anchored to. the terminal post at that 
At the opposite end of the line bracket 



engaged with the terminal post 10 merely locating the 
notched edge of Us flnnge adjacent the slot of such post, 
Inclining the structural element 11 downwardly in rela- 
tion to the vertical post 10 and hooking the notch 17 
over the lower edge of such slot 14 so that by swinging 0 
the structural clement 11 upwardly to horizontal position, 
the flange 15 will cleanly pass through the slot 14 and 
will be retained in such engagement against possible with- 
drawal so long as the structural member is maintained ia 
a substantially horizontal position or upwardly Inclined 10 
position la relation to this comer post. Moreover, due 
to the flaring of the side edges of notch 17 and due to 
the inclined lino of juncture 16 between flange IS and 
tiaOubular portion of element 11, this, etemont may be 
vung 

doScdlines In FIGURE 2, as to dispose such clement in 
desired line for ultimate connection of the element by 
means, of other elements to a terminal post disposed at 
a higher elevation. The connection to the other post 
Js achieved by means of an 'Intermediate stringer element 
or elements 11« and a second terminal element 11 re- 
quired to span the distance In question. The second 
■terminal element 11 connecting with a terminal post dis- 
posed at the higher elevation to that with which the 
mituLlorinection j s effected, requires the element IX to 
Jtg rotatctpto dispose the notch 17 upwardly and to engage 
a Slot 14 as illustrated In FIG- 
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the uppermost edge of 
VKB 3 so that the flanged and notched structure of the 
elements 11 may thus be reversed according to post eleva- 
tion requirements in the erection of the fence structure. 
" The Iniermediato connecting elements preferably com- 
prise the transverse tubular elements 11a having a re- 
duced tubular terminal shank 20 which, as shown m -FIG- 
URE 2, may be telescoped into the open tubular end Of 
an element 11 as to provide a neat and Hem connection 
whereas final connection may be effected by a short con- 
nectlng sleeve 21 (FIGURE 1). In result, therefore, 
the fence structure will only employ a minimum of In- 
dependent union sleeves as compared to their prevalence 
in the prior art. 

The intermediate line post 12, as shown in FIGURES 
9 and 10, embodies a similar general construction, n por- 
tion thereof at and adjacent to one end being flattened 
to form the co-axial flango ZZ of substantial length as to 
provide for the central oriilce 23 of a size to receive 
•therethrough the tubular portion of a transverse connect- 
ing element 11. Consequently, the line posts ore likewise 
of Biraple unitary construction. These posts may be driven 
in position by means of a U-shaped bracket 24 having 
a central channel 25 adapted to receive the flange 22 of 
the post. This bracket includes a washer element 26 
of a sice to fit the orifice 23 of flange 22 so that by in- 
serting the washer in. this orifice and bolting the bracket 
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end of the line. 

31 may bo. applied to the post which incorporates the 
special bolt member 32 formed with the reduced screw 
threaded end 33. The larger shank 34 of the bolt is 
formed with a transverse orifice 35 into which one end 
of an anchoring wire 35 la designed to be projected. The 
opposite end of this wire Is secured to the rod 30a, thus 
by rotating the bolt 32 of each bracket 31, thus employed, 
the fencing fabric is readily stretched to meet require- 
ments, whereupon the nut 37 Is tightened as to anchor 
the fabric in taut condition on the fence structure. The 
fabric otherwise is secured to the top rail of the fence 
structure by means of suitable wire clips. Clamps 31 
may be replaced to improve the appearance of the struc- 
ture and simplify attachment, which is done preferably 
by employing, In lieu thereof, simple rigid wire connectors 
38 having offset arms 39 and 40, the arm 39 being passed 
through a suitable smalt orifice 41 In a terminal post and 
35 the arm 40 being adapted to engage the loop of a clevis 
42 whioh Incorporates the special bolt 32 so that the fence 
fabric may be stretched and tightened in the same manner 
as previously described. Wires pr small clamps connect- 
ing to a rod 30a and connectors 36 at the opposite end 
of the line may serve as the anchoring for the opposite 
ond of the fabric. 

Alternatively, connectors having a looped end to en* 
circle a rod 30a and on offset arm to anchor a terminal, 
such as the connector 43 for the gate fabric illustrated in 
FIGURE 6, may be employed as a means of anchoring 
one end of the fabric la a line of the fence. 

A. simple gate for the fence structure is generally illus- 
trated in FIGURE 6 and which mny be formed from two 
or more tubular elements. The two forming the terminal 
ends of the gate are bent aa at 44 and 45 by inversely 
upsetting the tube as to provide a rein-forced corner where- 
in the wall of the tube on the inside of the bend is chan- 
nelled inwardly, as at 46 (FIGURE 7), providing for 
right angular bends of reinforced character forming the. 
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24 on flange 22 by means of bolt 27, the bracket provides 

a striking head which will permit driving of the post into. w convenient channel 4(5 which may be employed job an 



position without damaging the flange or terminal end of 
the post. In this instance while It is preferred that the 
terminal or corner posts should be set in concrete, these 
posts by reason of thoir construction may aho be driven 
into position where this is desired. This is accomplished 
by providing the bracket -23 of generally U-shaped form 
provided with a lower curved contoor 29. The channel 
formed by this bracket receives the flange 13 of a terminal 
post while the lower curved contour 29 of the bracket 



anchoring means for the terminal rod anchors of the 
fabric, The free ends of this bent tubular element may 
be formed with the reduced shanks 47, whereas the free 
ends of the complementary bent tubular clement form 
00 sockets {or the- shanks 47. Of course, this latter eloment 
is made shorter where a smaQ gate is In question and 
. where a long gate is required longer than that proyldaWe 
by two bent sections, both of these may bo formed with 
the shanks 47 and tubular extensions filled thereto as to 



will snugly fit the curved turbtdar closed end of the post, qq provide for the length required. 



Tvhcro na by reinforcing the bracket by means of the bolt 
30 as to avoid spreading of the sections thereof, the post 
may be driven into position. 

■ It will be apparent from the above description that 
erection of fence structure employing lha elements of 
the present invention -is a particularly simple operation. 
On the one hand, the terminal post 10 and line post 12 
may be erected in position whereupon by the very simple 
means .of connection, viz. the lnterengagement of notched. 



The channel 46 at die upper lower corners of the gate 
forms a particularly effective anchor for the terminal rods 
43 carried at' tho ends of the fabric adapted to Brush the 
gate. In this instance, the channel 46 slopes downwardly 
1q as it merges and terminates .with the top raO of tho gate 
and slopes upwardly as ft merges with and terminates 
in the lower rail" of the gate! This, therefore, provides a 
natural socket for receiving the ends of the rods 48, 
which may be pulled and/or levered into position, as 



.flanges 15 of the transverse terming -elements 11 with - 75 shown in FIGURE 6-, to stretch the. fabric on the gate td a 
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sufficient degree, the bar being anchored Intermediate to 
the iop and bottom rails of the gate by means of the con- 
nectors 43 which loop around the rods 48 and/or an* 
cborod in the vertical tubes of the gate, one at each end. 

What I claim as my invention is: 

1, A fence comprising a post and a rail, said post 
having a substantially vertical slot, said rail having a fiat 
terminal portion of a thickness slightly less than the 
lateral dimension of said slot, said terminal portion boy* 
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two end posts, at least one line post, and a rail element 
comprising at least two sections in separable telescoping 
engagement with each other and extending between said 
end posts and having separably engaging connections with 
said posts to provide a line of fence, said separably en- 
gaging connections between the rail and posts each in- 
cluding a substantially vertical slot in each end post and 
a complementary flat terminal portion at each end of the 
rail of a thickness slightly less than the latere! dimension 



lag a notch in one edge adjacent to the end thereof, the 10 of the complementary post slot, said terminal portions 

distance from the bottom of said notch to the opposite each having a notch in one edge adjacent to the end 

edge of the terminal portion being substantially the verti- thereof, the distance from tho bottoms of the respective 

cal dimension of said slot, whereby said terminal portion notches to the opposite edges of the respective terminal 

may be placed in said slot with said notch In engagement portions being substantially the vertical dimension of 

with the lower or npper edge of said slot, and when the 10 the slot of the complementary post, whereby said terml- 



raJl is swung about said notch as a pivot said terminal 
portion will be locked in said post, said rail comprising at 
least two sections in separable telescoping engagement 
with each other. 

2. A fence post and rail structure as claimed In claim SO 
1, )n which said rail is tubular and Its terminal portion 
comprises a flattened end portion thereof, the tubular 
nature of said rail affording said separable telescoping 
engagement for the sections thereof, 

3. A fence post and rail structure as claimed in claim 25 
1, in which the opposed edges of said notch are divergent 
outwardly toward said one edge, whereby to accom- 
modate swinging movement of said rati relative to said 
post after locking of said terminal portion thereof in 
said post, to thereby accommodate the angle between 30 
the post and rail to adjacent sloping ground contour. 

4. Sectional fence structure comprising in combination 



nal portions may be placed in tho said post slots with 
their notches in engagement with the upper or lower 
edges of said slots, and when said terminal portions are 
swung about said notches as pivots said terminal por- 
tions will be locked in said posts, and said line post bolng 
apcrlured for through passage and support of said rail 
element. 
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